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JANUARY 1982

by Dr. James T. Jeremiah

THY WORD IS A LAMP UNTO MY FEET, AND A LIGHT UNTO MY PATH.

God's Pattern
There's a pattern in the heavens for my life
down here on earth . God, my Father, made the
blueprint long before my time of birth. Every
step of it was visioned, every thought and word
and deed. Long before I had existence He
provided for my need.
I have often groped unheeding, all
unconscious of a plan, while a blueprint has
been fashioned by my God the Artisan. I have
lived my life at random ; I have tried to live
alone ; I have blundered in my living; heaven's
blueprint lay unknown .
Why do I neglect my birthright, stumbling,
bungling endlessly when my Father on the
mountain has my life planned out for me?
Patiently He long has waited, Lover, Architect
and Friend ; He would make my life successful;
on His strength I may depend.
In God's Word I am instructed how to mold
my life aright : Let God take it alld He' ll make it
good and comely in His sight. If I yield my life
completely to the Spirit's full control, He will
form and make resplendent, God's own pattern
in my soul.
These helpful lines written by Lewis H .
Jamison should help each one of us to be sure
we know and follow the Lord 's will for our
lives. God does have a plan for us . We shall

never know real peace until we recognize what
it is and obey His will.
" And be not conformed to this world : but be
ye transformed by the renewing of your mind,
that ye may prove what is that good, and
acceptable, and perfect, will of God." (Romans
12 :2)
" Ye have not chosen me, but I have chosen
you, and ordained you , that ye should go and
bring forth fruit, and that your fruit should
remain : That whatsoever ye shall ask of the
Father in my name, he may give it you ." (John
15 :16)
"This is the purpose that is purposed upon
the whole earth: and this is the hand that is
stretched out upon all the nations. For the
LORD of hosts hath purposed, and who shall
disannul it? and his hand is stretched out, and
who shall turn it back?" (Isaiah 14:26, 27)
" Who hath saved us, and called us with an
holy calling, not according to our works, but
according to his own purpose and grace, which
was given us in Christ Jesus before the world
began." (11 Timothy 1 :9)
God has a plan for each one of us. It is His
business to see that we are enabled to carry it
out, but our responsibility is finding what it is
and obeying Him faithfully .
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"A Prayer for the New Year"
by
Joanna Tyler
Spring's beginnings, summer's breeze,
Winter's snow and autumn's trees
Another year has come and gone A brand new day now has dawned.
What it holds is known to none
Except to our God, the sovereign One.
He's planned each minute of each earthly
day
So from His will I may never stray.
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by Kathy Jo Kirkbride

Though sometimes the road seems dark
or lonely or grey
There's a work I must do for my Saviour
each day.
A small deed, a prayer, an encouraging
word,
To show my brother his needs have
· - been heard.
For me to live godly this year is a must
And in myself I must never trust.
So keep my eyes .planted firmly on You,
Not on man as is tempting to do.
When things around me arise or fall,
Make me swift to listen and on You call.
Though my body and mind can't do all
that I'd pleasure
I know as my days, my strength is in
measure.
So may I learn in a real and experienced
way
Your contenting peace in which is my
stay.
And in this is my mind set as the new
year I claim,
''To seek godliness with contentment,
for in them is great gain.,.,,
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Ponder the Path of Thy Feet
The editorial section of Living Springs will be
sharing with you a variety of different things
over the next 11 issues of 1982. We plan on
having devotionals, sharing letters or articles
from our readers and, at times, just jotting you
a note to keep you informed about what's
happening around Living Springs.
Each month Living Springs will be taking a
theme for the entire publication with.the desire
of shedding a broader view on a single subject.
Take for example this month, January, our
theme is COALS. We thought with everyone
(or at least some of us) setting New Year's
resolutions, it would be a good time to discuss
setting goals in our lives.
The Bible offers excellent advice on all areas
of our lives, and setting goals is no exception.
Prov. 4:25-27 gives some terrific guidelines for
setting goals and, better yet, sticking to them.
You may be thinking, "Coals are for the
young business man or woman, not for me; I'm
past 60. What possible benefit would goals
offer me? Why, I'm shut in and can barely get
around!" We feel goals can be as big a help to
you in your everyday life as they are to a
successful business man or woman. Depression
is a result many times of having no attainable
goals for which to work and see come to
fruition.
Our goals should be specific, simple and
reachable. It can get discouraging very quickly
if our goal looks so impossible we feel we can
never reach it.
As Christians we should check the motives
and intentions of our goal against Cod's Word.
Our desire even in setting a goal is to obey and
please our Heavenly Father.
Verse 25 of Prov. 4 states: "Let thine eyes
look right on ... " Once we've decided on a
specific goal we need to fix our eyes on it,
making certain that we are not diverted to a
conflicting idea. This is not always easy but

will determine whether we attain the ultimate
ideal of our goal.
"Ponder the path of thy feet, and let all thy
ways be established," verse 26 encourages us
to be consistent in our endeavors and cautious
in our decisions, that we may be assured of the
Lord's help in keeping our goal. Trust the Lord
each day to help you do what must be done
that day to meet your obligation to the goal.
He will help us and by trusting Him daily we
will not become discouraged with the
long-range outlook.
Here are a few simple ideas for goals to set in
1982:
Daily Bible reading - possibly read through
the Bible.
Begin a prayer notebook to aid you in your
prayer life.
Be more faithful in church attendance.
Make an X number of new friends.
Share something special with a friend or
relative once each week.
The list could go on. Simple things mean a
lot in this age of complexity. Take one day at a
time in attaining your goal and you will see
amazing res_ults.
Write to us sometime this year and share
your goal (if possible) and your success! Happy
Coal Setting!
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A 'Fruit-full' Thought
by Donna Estes
If you've ever sat and asked yourself the
question, "What good am I, all I know to do is
talk ," you need wonder no more . In today's
world the most valuable skill is that of
communication. The mass media has all but
destroyed person-to-person communication .
,_ Evenings that were once used by families to
fellowship are now spent around a television
set. How sad it is that the loving advice once
coming from wise parents now comes from the
questionable experience of television program
p.roducers. _For those .of you .who . recall fond
memories of family evenings spent . in
conversation around the fire or piano, it must
seem a shame to see the waste of family life
today.
Yoµ may ask, "What can anyone do about
it?" First of all the "anyone" in your question
should be changed to "I " - "What can 1- do
about it?" You offer to spend an evening with
your grandchildren telling stories that you used
to hear or ones you learned for the occasion .
Or if you have no family close by, invite a
neighbor family over for popcorn or a batch of
homemade cookies. You'd be surprised at how
readily your invitation is accepted . If you get
turned down don't think it is because no one
wants to I is ten to you - it may be that they are
just too busy on that exact date. Man'¢ people
today are beginning to realize that the family is
a very important thing. After habits are set,
however, they can be hard to change. With a
little help from you, maybe more families will
see the value of good old-fashioned
conversation.
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John Green has served the Lord faithfully for
almost seventy years in different capacities.
Presently he and his wife, Ruth, reside in
Madison, Georgia, where he serves as chaplain
for the Source of Light Mission. They have one
son, Harold, who is the Campus Pastor and
Director of Christian Service at Cedarville
College.
John was born in 1901 in Union Birch,
Maryland, and he accepted,{;:,hr~st -at the-age-et
twelve during an evangelistic meeting. John
was influenced greatly by a godly woman who
was his Sunday School teacher and helped him
to grow in the Lord . In 1927 he graduated from
Philadelphia College of the Bible, a three-year
school.
He assumed his first pastorate immediately
thereafter in New Jersey. Through the next
thirty years he also held pastorates in Newport,
Kentucky; Wellington, Ohio; Jackson,
Michigan; and Endicott, New York. John was
very involved in other aspects of the Lord's
work also. He was at the General Association
of Regular Baptist Churches (G.A .R.B.C.)
organizational meeting when the constitution
was adopted . He was also very instrumental in
starting two G .A .R.B.C. camps for young
people. While he was pastoring the Wellington
congregation he helped start Greenwood Camp
in Delaware, Ohio; then he was involved in
starting the camp at Lake Ann, Michigan , while
he was at Jackson, Michigan.

-
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John states that one of his greatest joys in
life has been to see the youth who have made
professions of faith in Christ come back years
later evidencing the growth that has taken
place in their lives. He saw many young people
saved under his ministry in Wellington develop
into outstanding converts. At Endicott John
had about fifteen young people accept Christ
and go into full-time Christian service as
J!)'ast0rs• •or missionaries. John retired in 1970, but the Lord was just
changing his ministry. He served as interim
pastor at Faith Baptist Church in Van Wert,
Ohio, and at Emmanuel Baptist in Arcanum,
Ohio, following his formal retirement. In 1974
he underwent four surgeries over a ten-month
period for cancer. The Lord brought him
through them and placed him at Source of
Light where he has been ever since.
Besides his duties as chaplain, John also
counsels with the many missionaries
connected with Source of Light and
corresponds with students enrolled in their
classes who are having difficulties. He just
finished an interim pastorate at Bethany
Baptist and has written several courses for
Source of Light's classes which will be
published early in 1982.
It was a great encouragement to me to meet
a man who has served the Lord so faithfully
and has remained active and involved
throughout his entire life and is still going
strong at eighty-one years of age.

by
Lori Hess
Victory over death and entrance into
Heaven were the main thoughts that
preacher-poet Samuel Stennett (1727-1795)
had in mind when he wrote "On Jordan's
Stormy Banks I Stand." Stennett was asked to
supply a hymn for the 1787 edition of Rippon's
"Baptist Selection." Before writing this song,
this Baptist preacher recalled a dream that was
shared by Issac Watts, a renowned member of
English hymnody. Going back in history, Watts
imaged himself looking into Canaan land with
Moses upon Mt. Nebo. Gazing into the
Promised Land, Watts saw the joys and
blessings that awaited those who would cross
the Jordan River. Samuel Stennett was so
moved by Issac Watts' dream that it was with
this dream in mind that Stennett sat down to
write ...
On Jordan's- stormy banks I stand
And cast a wishful eye
To Canaan's, fair and happy land
Where my possessions lie.
I am bound for the Promised Land,
I am bound for the Promised Land.
0 who will come and go with me?
I am bound for the Promised Land.
Just like Stennett back in the 18th Century
every born-again Christian is bound for the
Promised Land. It is not until we cross death's
river that we will make our entrance. As we
continue to sing this famous hymn today, let us
remember that the sole purpose of "crossing
the Jordan" is to enter Heaven.
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Maturity
It is often assumed that by the time a
person reaches sixty years of age he has
become mature. One would think that
'maturity' is a natural by-product of aging.
The following is an article we found that
may provoke some questions about our
'maturity'.

Maturity is many things . First, it is the ability
to base a judgment on "the big picture", "the
long haul." It means being able to pass up funfor-the-minute and select the course of action
which will pay off later. One of the
characteristics of infancy is the "I want it now"
approach. Adult people can wait. Maturity is
the ability to stick with a project or a situation
until it has been completed. The adult who is
constantly changing jobs, _changing friends and
changing spouses is immature . He cannot stick
it out because he has not grown up. Everything
seems to turn sour (or uninteresting) after
awhile.
Maturity is the capacity to face unpleasantness, frustration, discomfort and defeat
without complaint or collapse. The mature
person knows he can't have everything his own
way. Life won't allow it. He is able to defer to
circumstances, to other people and to time.
Maturity is the ability to live up to your
responsibilities and keep your word. This
means being dep-endable . Dependability
equates with personal integrity. Do you mean
what you say and say what you mean?
The world is filled with people who can't be
counted on. They never seem to come through
in the crunch. They are the copouts who break
promises and substitute alibis for performance.
Invariably they show up late-or not at all.
They are confused and disorganized. Their
lives are a chaotic maze of unfinished
business . Maturity is the ability to make a
decision and stand by it. Immature people
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spend most of their time exploring endless
possibilities and then they do nothing. Action
requires courage and there can be no maturity
without courage .
Maturity is the ability to harness your
abilities and your energies and to do more than
is expected. The mature person refuses to settle
for mediocrity . He would rather aim high and
miss the mark than aim low and make it.

A Soft Answer- ~·-- -~by Marla Waddle
This month's soft answer ... "A Soft Answer"
As God opens up another year for His
people, many of us are caused to reflect sadly
upon mistakes made last year, and commit the
new year to Him, asking for help not to repeat
those mistakes. I'm sure that for the majority of
us the most tragic of our mistakes involved
other people, perhaps some that are very dear
to us. I know that has been the case in my own
life, and yet each month I have written to you
an exhortation to act in a God-honoring
manner to those around you.
As I began to look toward the coming year,
the Holy Spirit confronted me with my past
failures and brought my attention to the
Proverbs 15:1 text that I chose for my column
which states, "A soft answer turneth away
wrath, but grievous words stir up anger." May
God help us all to set a goal of keeping all our
answers soft in the-new year, so that each day
of it we'll reveal only the love we really feel.

Quizzle

by
Larry Lim

Y OUR S E L VE S
All the words in the following verses can be
found in the word search. They may be written
vertically, horizontally or diagonally; forwards
or backwards .
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I Peter 5:6 & 7 - "Humble yourselves,
therefore, under God's mighty hand ... Cast all
your anxiety on him because he cares for you."

(NIV)
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Looking at
God's Creation
by Karen Webb
Mighty oak trees standing tall
with massive limbs extending
heavenward decorate the many
forest lands of our world .
However, these statuesque creations of God originate from the
dead fruit of another oak tree. A small, spindly
plant protrudes from the ground after a tiny,
lifeless acorn is buried in fertile soil. The
towering structure depends on its roots and
internal network for sustenance and
development. After many years of steady
nourishment the tree matures, acqumng
thickness and height.
The oak tree, a special creation of God,
presents several truths characteristic of the
Christian life. Every person upon arrival in this
world is born spiritually dead; until convicton
from the Holy Spirit and recognition of sin
occurs, each individual remains spiritually
dead. In the same manner new life springs from

------

the dead acorn only after it
receives proper environmental
requirements . The oak tree grows
and thrives on the provisions
from the roots just as Christians
draw truths from Christ through
His inspired Word. As Christians
feast upon the Bible over time
they will grow in the knowledge
of Christ. Also, as the tree
steadily adds rings to its
expanding trunk the Christian can also mature
in the wisdom of God through spiritual growth.
From the towering, outspread branches of the
great oak tree another challenge issues forth
for the mature Christian to reach out into the
world and proclaim the gospel. As in the
formation of acorns by the oak tree, maturity
should continue in the Christian's life and fruit
should be produced. The oak tree portrays an
interesting analogy to the Christian life;
therefore, some truths can be gleaned from the
comparison .
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Living Springs
Box601
Cedarville, Ohio 45314
But whosoever drinketh of the
water that I shall give him shall never
thirst; but the water that I shall give
him shall be in him a well of water
springing up into everlasting life.
John4:4
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